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The TRIAL of JEREMIAH THEOBALD, 
otherwiſe HASELL, and JAMES MAY, other- 
wiſe FOLKES, for the Murder of FRANCES 
PHILLIPS of Eriſwell. 


The Indictment charged, that the priſoners, on 
the 23d October laſt, at the Pariſh 0 
Erifwell m the pong "ud Suffolk, did ma 
an aſſault upon one FRANCES PHILLIPS, 
and that the ſaid JEREMIAH T HEOBALD, 


otherwiſe HASELL, with a large flick gave 284 


the ſaid FRANCES PHILLIPs divers blows 
on the head, thereby giving on the right fide 
of the head one mortal bruiſe, of 2 ſaid 
mortal bruiſe ſhe inflantly died ; and that 
James May, otherwiſe FolkEes, was 
then and there preſent, aiding, abetting, and 
aſſiſting in the ſaid Murder. 


2d Count charged, that the priſoners, on the 
234 October laſt, made an aſſault on the 
faid Frances PHriLLies ; and that the 
ſaid JEREMIAH, both his hands round the 
— mu Bud the ſaid FRANCES, did 
faſten thereby, choking and flrangling 
her ; of which ſaid choking and ſtrangling 
ſhe in — 7 and that the ſaid JAMEs 
was preſent, aiding, abetting, and aſſiſti 
in the ſaid Murder, FI OR 


34 Count charged, that the priſoners on the 


fame day made 2 on the ſaid FR AN- 
CES PHILLIPS, and that the ſaid JEREMIAH 


with a large flick gave her divers blows on 
the head, thereby giving one mortal bruiſe, 
and alſo both his hands round the neck and 
throat of the ſaid FRANCEs, did fix and 
faflen ; of which ſaid mortal bruiſe, choking 
and ſtrangling, ſhe inflantly died; and that 
the faid J AMES was then and there preſent, 
aiding, abetting, and aſſiſting in the ſaid 


Alarder. 


261650 


Mr. Ls BLanc opened the indictment. 


Mr. Pax TRICE. May it pleaſe 2 
lordſhip and gentlemen of the jury, I am 
of council in this caſe for the proſecutor 
inſt the priſoners at the bar; who ſtand 
indicted for the wilful murder of Mrs. Fran- 


ces Phillips, at Eriſwell in this county. It 


is incumbent on me, gentlemen, as council 
for the proſecution, to ſtate to you as ſhort! 
and conciſely as the nature of the caſe will 
permit, the ſeveral circumſtances which lead 
the proſecutor to conclude the priſoners at 
the bar are guilty of this murder. Gentle. 
men, the unfortunate perſon who loſt her 
life was a Mrs. Frances Phillips, who lived 
at Eriſwell in this county, a little village by 
the fide of the Fen ; ſhe lived there many 
years, was a ſingle woman, had occu- 
pied a farm there for many years, and re- 
ſided in the farm-houſe without having, or 
ſuffering any perſon to dwell in the houſe 
with her, and without a man- ſervant or 
maid-ſervant to aſſiſt her in the common 
neceſſaries of family affairs. Living that 
ſolitary life in the mannei ſhe did, and it 
being ſuppoſed ſhe was a perſon of ſome 
property, an idea was circulated about the 
country that ſhe had in her houſe a great 
deal of money, plate, and valuable goods, 
that might be an object to perſons who were 
in want of them. May, one of the pri- 
ſoners, gentlemen, lived at Wild-ftreet, in 
the pariſh of Mildenhall, which is no great 
diſtance from the priſoner's houſe. I heo- 
bald, the other Prong was either a lodger 
or 
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or inmate ; or at leaſt, he lived with May; 
and you will find that Theobald and May 
were very frequently together, and often 
ſeen ia different parts of the country one 
with the other. Thele circumſtances be- 
ing laid open to you, and, conſidering the 
nature of the deceaſed's way of life,—a 
ſolitary woman without any ſervant or aſ- 
ſiſtant,—it will be-obvious to you, under 
ſuch circumſtances, that it is impoſſible to 
bring direct proof of the actual perpetration 
of the fact. But theſe circumſtances will 
be ſufficient for you to draw that concluſion 
which ill be juſt between the parties. 
Gentlemen, Mrs. Phillips occupied a 
ſmall farm, and had ſome fen ground be- 
longing to it; ſhe had ſtock on that ground 
and ſome ſheep, which ſhe uſed to attend 
to herſelf ;. and there have been inſtances of 
her riſing in the night, when called upon, 
to attend her ſheep. On the 22d of Octo- 
ber laſt, a ſervant of the name of Bunnett, 
Who had been long an aſſiſtant to ber in the 


2 
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it was the priſoner May's. To this calling 
he heard no anſwer given ; and then Sec- 
ker, liſtening with ſome attention, as was 
natural for him to do, heard a perſon come 
out of the yard gate, walk paſt Secker's 
houſe, and then go on towards the front of 
Mrs. Phillips's houſe ; he heard the ſteps of 
this perſon plain, He continued watching 
a little Jonger ; about a quarter of an hour 
after that, he heard a perſon running back, 
et over the gate in haſte, and run away.— 
hat paſſed during that interval he knows 
not, nor did he hear any thing more, And 
who were really the perpetrators of that deed, 


forwant of perſons preſent, it is impoſſible to 


roſe from his bed, and 


ftate, But very early the next morning, 
between ſeven and eight o'clock, Secker 
unnett, the ſervant 
who had left his miſtreſs well the evening 


before, got up to attend her ſtock; and go- 


ſaw the body of 


day time, and had attended her ſtock, and 


afforded her aſſiſtance in her farming buſi- 
- neſs, having been with her in the courſe of 
the day, in the evening he took his leave, as 
uſual, and went home. He left her between 
ſeven and eight o'clock in the evening in 
perſect health, and in every reſpect as well 
as ſhe had been for many months paſt, — 
This will be farther proved to you by an- 
other witneſs. Gentlemen, in the courſe 
of the night a witneſs of the name of Sec- 
ker, who lived cloſe to Mrs. Phillips's (the 
houſe aqyoining, or being cloſe to the 
heard a voice calling in Mrs, Phi 
yard; the voice called in this manner, (it 
was late too, for the noiſe was heard at the 
time when perſons are uſually aſleep, and it 
took his attention) and theſe words were 
pronounced: Miſs Phillips] get up, there 
« is a dog among your ſheep in the Dolver, 
& and be will hunt them all cut.” Theſe 
words were repeated three or four times ſo 
loud, that they made an impreſſion on Sec- 
ker's ming, and he noted them particularly. 
Gentlemen, the witneſs will tell you 
whoit voice he thought this to be, and that 
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adjoining Her houſe,' there 
Mrs. Phillips ſtretched out 
on the ground, and perfectly dead. The 
body was coyered up with a ſack, and, on 
examining it, they obſerved ſhe lay on her 
right ſide, and, turning her head, they ſaw 
a contuſion on the right fide of the head; 
blood had iſſued from the mouth, and on 
the throat there was a blackneſs, and ſome 
marks, by which it might be concluded ſhe 
was put to death by ſtrangulation, 

he witneſſes, I ſtated to you, went to 
her houſe, and there they ſaw the door open. 
A cloſet, the beaufet, the drawers, and every 
thing ſuppoſed to contain any thing valu- 
able, were open and tripped, and the con- 
tents carried away, and -ſevera] things 
thrown about the houſe, from which it will 


ing into a cloſe 


appear that the perſons, whoever they were, 


went into the houſe and ranſacked whatever 
they could. Gentlemen, after this diſco- 
very, the coroner was ſent for, and a jury 
ſummoned ; and after hearing the evidence 
of ſeycral perſons, the reſult was, the jury 
pronounced a. verdict of wiiful murder, — 
The ſurgeon who attended will to-day con- 


firm what he depoſed there; that, in his 


opinion, the contuſion on the head was ei- 


ther the only cauſe of her death, or at leaſt 
A 
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a material cauſe of it; and adding to it the 
appearance of blackneſs about her neck; 
theſe together, in his opinion, juſtify him in 
concluding that this woman was put to 
death by an act of violence. 

Gentlemen, I ſtated that the circumſtan- 
ces of this caſe render it impoſſible to prove 
the perpetration of the fact by any one pre- 
ſent. I will, therefore, lay before you the 
ſeveral circumſtances which will be addu- 
ced in evidence, which may or may not, in 

our judgement, affect the priſoners at the 
has, I have ſtated to you that they have 
lived together ; that they were frequently 
ſeen about the country, and often in com- 
pany with each other, Gentlemen, ſome 
months before this murder was committed, 
on a day, which iu this part of the country 
is pretty notorious, on Thetford fair-day, 
the 25th of September, it ſo happened that 
May and Theobald, the two priſoners, went 
there together; were in company for ſome 
time there; and at the fair they met a ſol- 
dier of the name of Helder, whom both of 
them were acquainted with. Theobald 
called him aſide from the crowd of the fair, 
aſked him if he could keep a ſecret; the 
ſoldier ſaid he could: Theobald went on to 
ſay, there is a woman lives between nine 
and ten miles from Thetford, who has 4 or 
50ol. of taſh in the houſe ; and there is no 
man or woman ſervant in the houſe; if 
you will go with me, and rob the houſe, I 
will come to Thetford with a horſe for you. 
You well know, gentlemen, that Eriſwell 


is about that diſtance from Thetford; and 
if you recollec the ſituation J tated this 


woman to be in, was, a perſon living alone 
without a man or woman ſervant with her. 


. Youwill ſce this bears a very ſtrong relation 


to Mrs, Phillips and the ſituation in which 
ſhe lives. he ſoldier, on his part, re- 
fuſed to have any thing to do with it; on 
which, May, the companion of Theobald, 
went to Theobald and aſked him if he had 
mentioned it ? Theobald anſwered to that, 
he had, but he would not ſtand it; and then 
he added this—that he (Theobald) would 
be d- if he did not do it. May, who was 


preſent, then aſked the ſoldier, if he would 
not go with them for that purpoſe ; whe- 
ther he would aſſiſt them with ſome ſmug- 
gled goods ?—He refuſed that alſo; and 
then they parted. This converſation did 
not at that time make ſuch an impreſſion on 
the ſoldier as to induce him to mention it; 
but a month afterwards, the ſoldier called 
to mind+he circumſtances of this converſa- 
tion, and hq mentioned it to the ſerje nt of 
his regiment : but it happened the priſoners 
were taken up before the ſoldier came to 
this determination. apes 

After this, on the 27th of September, 
Theobald was employed, with à perſon of 
the name of Plaice, to mow ſome ruſhes or 
clover in Mildenhall fen at that time: as 
they were at work together, Theobald be- 
gan a converſation with him relative to'the 
ate of Mrs. Phillips. And it is neceſſary 

you ſhould remark, that this converſati 
was began by Theobald, who ſaid to Plaice, 
I wonder if the old woman has any mat- 
ters of money by her? Plaice ſaid ſuch 
ople ſeldom keep much by them. Theo- 
bald ſaid, one would think there muſt be 
a 2 deal of plate, and that was as good 
as Money: Plaice ſaid ſo it was, to thoſe 
that knew what to do with it. Theobald 
ſaid he knew what to do with it —D—n it 
Stephen, Boy! You will hear of an alter- 
ation there before long, and if the old wo- 
man ſhould be killed, you will think it was 
I that did it: Plaice ſaid he could think no 

leſs, after what Theobald had ſaid to him. 
© Gentlemen, this will be mentioned to 
you more particularly by Plaice: but, add- 
ed to this, on the ſame day, a lad who was 
at work in the field met T heobald after'the 
above converſation, and then there was 
ſome converſation between Theobald and 
the lad : Theobald afking him, whether 
Mrs. Phillips had much money or not ; 
and ſaid, he wondered whether ſhe would 
get up for a call, Theſe words were faid 
in the hearing of the lad, and he mention- 
ed them to ſeveral perfons (in the ſame 
manner he will mention them here) after 
the murder was committed, This conver- 
TY, ſation 
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ſation with Plaice will be proved to you; 
and afterwards the ſeveral circumſtances of 
the converſation with the lad ; and the lat- 
ter words, whether ſhe would get up for a call, 
appear to me (and the inference is eaſy and 
obvious) that whoever uttered thoſe words, 
was the perſon who called Mrs, Phillips up. 
On the 20th of October May and Theo- 
bald were together, and they came to the 
houſe of a perſon of the name of Munſon, 
who lives near Mrs. Phillips; they called 
him out, he walked with them, and they 
began a converſation: May ſaid to Mun- 
ſon, Can you keep a ſecret? Munſon an- 
ſwered, Is it in the ſmuggling way? Theo- 
bald ſaid, No; it is a higher rig than that. 
May anſwered to Munſon, I think I can 
. truſt you: ſaid Munſon, What is it? May 
ſaid, It is only to walk to the World's-end 
dolver to-night. Munſon aſked him what 
he meant ? May ſaid, You are to walk to 
. Littlely- field, and there wait till I come ; 
for money I want,. and money I will have. 
| Munſon aſked him how he was to get it? 
Theobald ſaid, There is a perſon that has 
t money that belongs to me, and I will 
. have it: then they looked at each other 
and ſmiled. Says Theobald, There will 
be no trouble but to wait till I come; 1 
have a ſuit of clothes, and there will be no 
denial ; we have only to go and aſk for it. 
Now, gentlemen, you will obſerve, that 
there is a piece of land call'd World's End 
dolver, which belongs to and is the proper- 
of Mrs, Phillips, This converſation there- 
ore had relation to her lands, for Littlely 
field adjoins to her lands, Munſon deſired 
to hear no more of ſuch ſecrets ; they then 


aſk'd him, if they ſtole one of Mrs. Phillips's 


ſheep, if he would let them dreſs it at his 
5 he ſhould have ſome of it; for, ſaid 
he, i, we fleal one of her ſheep, ſhe will come to 
book after the reſt, and then I know how to 
catch and confine her, if you will go and keep her 
till we rob the houſe. Munſon was break- 
ing away from them, on which May pro- 
ceeded—preſſed him further, and aſked him 
to come to his houſe that night ; he refuſed, 
» May perſiſted, and May aſked him to 
come to his ſtable. Munſon then aſked, 
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whether he purpoſed to do what he talked 
of? Says May, I do; I am bare of money, 
and muſt have ſome ; 6 I had it, I would do 
ſome good with it. On this Munſon left 
them. This converſation paſſed on the 
20th of October two days only before the 
day on which Mrs. Phillips loſt her life, 
Tn this converſation, there is a clear de- 
termination in the priſoner to go to Mrs. 
Phillips's houſe and rob it. Gentlemen, 
the priſoners were not ſeen together on the 
Monday or the Tueſday by any of our wit- 
neſſes; but on the Wedneſday morning, 


the day after Mrs, Phillips loſt her life 8 
| property,—Early 


that morning, between 


eight and nine o'clock, May and Theobald, 


the two priſoners, came together to Mun- | 


ſon's houſe: Theobald called Munſon 
apart, and ſaid he wanted to ſpeak to hira ; 
they retired into another room, and May 
remained at the door with intent to watch, 
leſt any perſon ſhould come in and inter- 
rupt their converſation, After retiring 
into that room, and leaving May at the 
door, Theobald be his converſation 
with Munſon in theſe words: D—n my 
eyes, if the old lady be not dead. Munſon 
ſt „and aſked what he meant? 7 will 
be d—d, ſays Theobald, if ſhe be not dead, 
and I have covered her up warm. At this 
inſtant May, who was at the door, per- 
ceiving ſome people coming up towards tho 
houſe, held up his hand as a ſignal for The- 
obald to ſtop ; and, in conſequence of that, 
the converſation dropt. Two perſons came 
into the houſe, who had juſt heard of the 
murder. They mentioned that Mrs, Phil- 
lips was murdered ; on which Theobald 
aſked who ſhe was, and ſaid he never had 
ſeen her, Gentlemen, it will be in proof 
to you in what kind of ſtate the priſoners 
were when they came to Munſon's houſe 
that morning ; that their ſhoes were wet 
and dirty ; the reaſons for which the wit- 
neſs will explain to you, and to him I refar 
ou without any obſervation upon it, that 
it may not be ſuppoſed it is the wiſh of the 
proſecutors or myſelf to urge any thing be- 

yond the ſtriQ juſtice of the caſe, Y 
ut 


| 
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But you muſt permit me to make a few 
obſervations. Gen lemen, it appears the 
priſoners were well acquainted with the 
character, ſituation, and manner of life of 
the deccaſ.d ; they knew ſhe was alone, — 
lived by herſelf; they belicved ſhie had 
property, for Theobald mentianed, he ſap- 
poſed ſhe had inomey and plate. 
contemplation of the priſoners at Thetford 
to rob Mrs. Phillips: for Theobald ſaid, 
he would be d—d if he did nit ds it, You 
will find too that ſome alteration in the fa- 
mily was in contemplaticn, becauſe Theo- 
bald ſaid, 50 will Fear of ſome alleratien in 
that family before long. And a dreadful 
alteration it was to the ſtate of this woman! 
. Only two days before the murder, it will be 
proved they tampered with a man, and pro- 
poſed he ſhould aſſiſt them in going to this 
place. Theſe circumſtances, all apply 
ſo to this caſe, that it is impoſſible they can 
have relation to any other perſon than Mrs, 
Phillips. The circumſtance of his menti- 
oning the probability of her coming out if 
ſhe was called the words heard that night 
which called her from her bed—and May's 
declaring to Munſon he would do what was 
oh © m/e well as T heobald's declaration 
to Munſon—the laſt words of which have 
relation to the ſtate in which the body was 
found, for the body was covered up with a 
ſack—and Theobald's declaration to Mun- 
ſon unſolicited, after declaring the old lady 
was dead, ſays he, I have covered her up 
warm ;—how theſe words can relate to any 
thing elſe, but the ſtate in which Mrs. Phil- 
lips was when found, I can't conceive.— 

heſe are the whole of the circumſtances 
of the caſe ; from which you, gentlemen, 
are to draw ſuch concluſion as you think 
proper; and, if under the whole of them 
you are of opinion they are ſufficient to 
convince your minds that the priſoners 
were concerned in the perpetration of this 
horrid murder, you will do your duty to 

our country in finding them guilty ; but 
if on the other hand you ſhould not be 
ſufficiently ſatisfied, it 1s far from the wiſh 
of my client, or myſelf, that you ſhould 
ſtrain a point in finding them guilty, 


5 


And it was in 


] 
CHARLES BUNNETT, 


Where do you live? In Wild-ſtreet, 
Mildenhall. | 
Do you remember Mrs. Phillips? Yes. 

Have you any thing to do with her farm? 
Yes, TI was a weekly ſervant to her. 

Up to the time of herdeath ? Yes, 

V here did ſhe live? At Eriſwell. 

What diſtance is that from W ild-ftreet ? 
About a mile, 

Did you always ſlecp at home? Yes. 

What time did you uſually go in the 
morning? At Seven, 

How long did you ſtay? 
or Eight at night. 

Do you remember the time of her death ? 
Ves; I left her on the 22d, and found her 
dead on the 23d, 8 

What day of the week was it? It was 
on Tueſday the 22d and Wedneſday 23d. 

Between Seven and Eight o'clock ? Ves. 

Did you go at the uſual time ? Yes. 

Where did you ſee her laſt? In the 
kitchen fitting by the fire. 

What quantity'of land had ſhe? About 
an acre and half by the houſe, 

Does it lie in the front of the houſe ? 
Some in the front, the reſt behind. 

Did you call it by any particular name ? 
Yes ; it is called the Croft. 

Had ſhe any ſtock? Ves; 25 ſheep in 
the croft, and 15 cows in the yard, 

Had ſhe any other lands beſides theſe ? 
Ves; 7 acres call'd the Copy Cloſe. 

Any other? Yes; two dolvers near 
Littlely field. 

What were they call'd ? The World's 
End dolvers. 

Did ſhe keep any ſtock there? Yes; 
35 ſheep. 

Do you know whether the ſheep were 
there at that time? Yes; 15. 

Did any body live with Mr. Phillips in 
the houſe? No; nobody at all; ſne was 
a very particular woman. 

How long had ſhe lived there? 31 years. 

Had ſhe always lived alone there? No; 
about 10 years. 2 

n - 


"Till Seven 


| 


Did you uſe to go much into the houſe ? 
No; only into the kitchen; I was only 
an out-door ſervant. 

You left her on the Tueſday evening ? 
Ves; as well as uſual. 

Did you go the next morning? Yes. 

What did you ſee then? I went on my 
horſe as aw intending to go out with her 
according to her order, I knocked at 
the door ; and ſhe had ordered me, if ſhe 
did not anſwer at the firſt knocking, not to 
knock any more. I therefore went rout.d 
as uſual to look at the ſheep before ſhe was 
ſtiring, and I faw a lump lying at the fur- 
ther corner of the croft, I ſa it was ſome- 
thing covered up. I thought it had been 
a lump of furze, that I had Jaid the day be- 
fore to keep the ſheep out of the field. I 
went alittle further, and ſaw ſomething 
covered up.” I thought it bad been a ſheep, 
I left not very well the night before ; and 
when I came within 10 yards, I ſaw what 
It was. 

How did you know it was Mrs, Phil- 
lips? I knew it was Madam Phillips, for 
ſhe always wore a pair of green buſkins, 
and I ſaw them on her feet. I halloo'd to 
one of the neighbours that was over the 
road, and ſhe came out and ſaid what's the 
matter? I ſaid, Here lies Madam Philips. 
She ſaid, Is ſhe dead? I ſaid, I don't know: 
and ſhe called the next-door neighbour, 
and then they called Mr. Fuller, —Upon 
her ſaying, Is ſhe dead? I aid, I don't 
know; I muſt go and ſee, I went and 
took hold of her hand. There was a ſack 
thrown over her, and it covered all her 
body, except the feet. 

Was her head covered? Yes, 

Did you know the ſack? Yes; it was 
Madam Phillips's. I took the ſack off. 

What ſituation was ſhe in? The blood 
kept running out of her mouth as ſhe Jay. 

Which fide did ſhe lie on? Her right 
ſide, with one arm ſtretched out, the other 
over her breaſt. 

Did you look at her head then? No; 
Mr. Fuller aſked me to take her up: but 
there was no appearance of her head being 
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broke, I can't ſay J ranfacked her head fo 
particularly, I was ſo much ſurprized. 

Was ſhe quite dead? Yes, quite dead, 
and cold, and ſtiff. 

When was this? The 27 of October. 

Where did you go then? Into the houſe. 

Which way did you go in? We went 
in at the backhouſe door; it was wide open. 

Was it uſual to find it open? No, Sir. 
I always found it locked if ſhe was up; 
or if ſhe went out it was always locked. 

Was there any other door open? The 
hall door in the front of the houſe. 

Did you goin? Yes; we both went 
in; and the things were thrown about and 
broke. 

What was broke? Two bureaus, the 
upper part of the buffet, a japan corner 
cupboard, a brown neſt of drawers : the 
door of the drawers was broke, becauſe they 
would not break the lock, Ihe drawers 
were thrown down on the bricks. 

Did you ſee Secker? Yes; he was 
with us. 

The end of Secker's houſe ſtands in 
Mrs. Phillips“ yard? No; but it is not 
ten yards off from one corner to the other 
of their houſes. 

Is there any way of getting into this yard 
there? Yes; there is a gate open from 
the ſtreet into the yard. 

How near to the houſe did you find the 
body? About eighty yards, 

as ſhe attentive to her ſtock? Yes; 
always with them. 

You can't tell whether there was any 
thing extraordinary in the appearance of 
the other part of the houſe, only the kitch- 
en? No, my lord. 

Did you take notice of any appearance 
in the kitchen different from what it was 
before? Yes; the neſt of drawers, and 
the buffet with the door broke to pieces. 

Can you recolle& theſe things were not 
fo the night before? Yes. 


Mr. JOHN SYER. 


You are a ſurgeon, I think, Sir? Yes, 
Sir; I live at Mildenhall, | 


You 
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You was called on by the coroner to at- 
tend the inquiſition ? Yes, Sir, and ſaw the 


body. 

Was Bunnett there ? Yes, Sir. 

Where was it held ? At Mrs, Phillips's 
houſe. 

On what day was it held? I cannot re- 
collect the day the inquiſition was taken. 

You ſaw the body; and what did you 
obſerve? I inſpected the body firſt; then [ 
took and examined the head ; I ſaw a con- 
ſiderable contuſion on the right temple, 
which led me to make an inciſion on that 
part the whole length of the contuſion ;-I 
endeavoured to diſcover if there was any 
fracture; I did not diſcover any. I then 
proceeded to further examination of the 
body, and I ſaw a great extravaſation of 
blood on the neck and ſhoulders, which 
convinced me there had been violence made 
uſe of, 

Could you, from the appearance of the 
head and throat, judge in what manner the 
violence was occaſioned? As far as I was 
able to judge, from the appearance exter- 
nally, I was in no doubt but the deceaſed 


died by thoſe injuries together, from the 


contuſion and the marks of ſtrangulation 
which appeared on the neck. | 

From theſe appearances you judge the 
cauſe of her death? Yes, Sir. 

W hat was the appearance of the blow on 
the temple ? I conceive it was inflicted with 
a ſtick, or ſome weapon of that kind. 

On the neck were there particular marks 
of ſtrangulation ? Yes, Sir, 


What were they ? A very great promi- 


nence and fulneſs of the eyes and the lips. 
Theſe are 2 conſequent to ſtran- 
gulation ? Yes, Sir. | 


There were marks about the neck? 


Les, very black, Sir. 
ROBERT S ECK ER. 
How near do you live to Mrs. Phillips's? 


Within about a yard; my houſe is within 
about a yard of hers. 


Do you remember the night before her 


death. Yes, 


- ning, and get over the gate 


What time did you go to bed that night: 
About eight o'clock. 

Did you ſee her? Yes; about half an 
hour before I went to bed by her own gate. 

Did you hear any thing in the night? I 
heard a man call fas up; he ſaid, Miſs 


Phillips get up; there is a dog among /t your 


ep in the Dotver, and if you don't pet up t 
Ll be hunted all out. 75 N 

What time was this? Between twelve 
and one o'clock, 

Did you hear theſe words more than once? 
Ves; three or four times. | 

Did they appear to be ſaid by the ſame 
voice? Yes; every time, 

Were you well acquainted with that 
voice? Ves; I believe I have heard it ſe- 
veral times, | = 

Did you think you knew it at that time? 
No, Sir, I did not, *till after I heard the 
man again, and then I thought it was the 
ſame, | 

And whoſe voice did 
James May's. 

Were you acquainted with him? Never 
_ great: I have been in company with 

im. 

Do you know where he lived? Yes; 
he lived in Wild- ſtreet in Mildenhall, about 
a mile from Eriſwell. 

After you had heard the words, did you 
hear any thing elſe? Ves; about ten mi- 
nutes after, I heard him get over the gate, 
coming from the houſe : the back gate. 

What does that lead to? Through the 
yard to the back-houſe door; and after- 
wards I heard him get over into the ſtree 
again coming from her houſe. | 

Was it one perſon, or more than one ? 
Only one, I believe. | 

Did he come paſt your window? Yes; 
he came paſt the window where I lay, to 
the front of my houſe ; I heard him, about 
fifteen minutes after, come back again run- 
in, and 


you think it to be ? 


went up to the houſe; and that is all I 
heard of him. | 
Did you get up? No. | 
How ſoon did you get up in the morn- 
ing ? 


Between ſeven gnd eight. 
Did you go into the cloule ? 
till the body was found dead. 


12 
ing! 


No; not 


Crnnss EXA HIN ArIok. 


Who lived with you in the houſe? Dy 
wife and family. 

Was your wife aſlecp? 
wife was awake as well as I. 

Did your wife know him? No; I don't 
think ſhe did fo well as I. 

You had not talked with him a great deal 
before? I had been in company with him 
ſeveral times; but not very often. 

Did he call loud? Yes; with a good 
tidy voice. 

You did not know who it was at the 
time? No. 

Did you mention this before you heard 
ſhe was found dead? Not before I was 
examined, I did not: I can't tell the day 
of the month, 

JupcGe, When was you examined? I 
think it was on the 26th of October, 

Jupak. And did you not mention it 
before? I mentioned it to ſeveral people 
that were in the yard the morning after the 
murder : to a great many people, 


JEREMIAH HELDER. 


Do you know Theobald? Yes; very 
well. 

Do you know May ? I never ſaw him 
but three times. I have known Theobald 
three or four years. 

Were you at Thetford in September on 
the fair day? Ves; laſt September, 

Who did you meet there ? I ſaw Theo- 
bald; he was ſelling cheeſe ; he and May. 

Had you any converſation ? He offered 
me two cheeſes, and we drank together ; 
he ſaid, as you are harveſting, you are wel- 
come to two cheeſes, He called me out ; 
we drank at the ſtall- houſe, where the ſtall- 
ſtuff is. 

Where did you go? Not out of the fair; 
not three yards from the place we were 


drinking at. May ſtood four or five yards off. 


No, Sir; my 


Theobald aſked, if I could keep a ſectet? 
I told him I could. I] aſked him what it 
was; he ſaid there was an old woman lived 
between nine and ten miles from I hetford, 
and if I would go along with him, there 
was 5 or Gol. of caſh in the houſe, he 
could get every farthing of it. I told him 
I did not . to go along with him. He 
aſked, if I wanted any money? I told him 
I did not. He ſaid, if I would go along 
with him, he would come down to Thet— 
ford for me with a horſe; if I would fix the 
night, I told him I would have no con- 
cerns with it, 

Did he ſay any thing about this woman? 
No ; .he did not, 

No deſcription of her? Only that there 
was neither man- ſervant or maid- ſervant 
lived along with her. 

You refuſed to go? Yes, Sir. 

What did Theobald ſay? Before May 
came down, he ſaid, D—n my eyes if 1 
ha'n't it—then May came up and aſked 
Theobald whether . had mentioned it to 
me. Theobald ſaid, I have; but he will 
not ſtand it. Then May ſaid, will you go 
along with me for ſome ſmuggled goods to 
the other end of the town, I ſaid I would 
not have any concern, and then I left them 
and ſaw no more of them. When I heard 
Mrs. Phillips was murdered, I mentioned 
it immediately to my ſerjeant, and propoſed 


to the ſerjeant to go and take them up. 


Did you go? We then heard they were 
taken, and ſo we did not go. 
Where was you quartered? At Thetford. 


Cxoss EXAMINATION, 


What did May ſay to you? He aſked if 
I would get ſome ſmuggled goods for him. 

Theobald did not ſpeak very loud, did 
he? No; ſo as I could underſtand him. 

How far is Eriſwell from Thetford? I 
don't know; I never was at Eriſwell. 


STEPHEN PLAICE. 


Do you know May? Yes, 


Do you know Theobald ? Yes, 
How 


— F . fi. 


work at the 


money by them. 


We ſuppole it i, for they 


How long have you known them? I 
knew. Theobald about two months before 
laſt Michaelmas; and I knew May before 


IJ knew the other. 


Do you know what time Thetford fair 
is? I can't tell the day of the month: 1 
am no ſcholar. i 7 
Did you ſee the priſoners laſt Thetford 
fair day, or after? ,Yes,; both of them, at 
May's houſe, at Wild ſtreet : Theobald 
was there with him. : 

Did you hear him ſay any thing? No; 
not there—about this affair. 

Did they ſay where they. had been ? No. 

Had you any converſation. about Thet- 


ford fair? They were going there: it was 


the night before the fair. 3 
12 ou ſee them afterwards? Les; 
1 
How ſoon after? The next day but one. 
Where did you ſec him? We were at 
World's End at Mildenhall, 
for one John Plaice, mowing a piece of 


clover. | Mgr | | 
Did Theobald ſay where he had been ? 
Only to Thetford, fair. | 


d you any converſation afterwards ; 


| He talked about Madam Phillips. 
Tell us what he faid ? He ſaid, he won- 

dered whether old madam had any matters 
. of money by her. 


Who began this? 1 can't tell. 


What anſwer. did you make ? I faid, 
I don't know; I have heard ſuch people as 


| the, who live alone, don't often keep much 
He ſaid, if ſhe had not 


— being one great family after another) 
> muſt have à deal of plate in the houſe, 


and that was as good as money. 
Do you know what he meant by that? 


No, my lord, 
_ Did you fay any (ing, £0 that? I ſaid, 


t know what to 
with it. 8 W — 
What ſaid Thedbald to that? He ſaid, 


I ſhould know what to do with it faſt enough, 


Any thing more ? D—n. it, Stephen, 


Boy ! you will hear of an alteration there 


- gether 


Was. 


before long.He ſaid, very like, if this old 
woman was to be killed, you would think 
1 did it: — the 22m", er the whore, or the 
devil, I can't tell which he faid. 

What did you ſay to this? I ſaid, how 
ſhould I think any thing elſe, 

Was any thing elſe faid? No, Sir; 1 
went on with my work. | 

Was any body there? There was a lit- 

tle boy there ; it was while we were getting 
ſome victuals. 

What is the boy's name ? George Bun- 
nett, ſon of Chatles that has been ex- 


amined. 
When did you mention this again? As 


ſoon as I heard ſhe was killed. 


Do you know Eriſwell? Yes. 
Do you know Thetford? Yes; very 


well, 
What diſtance are they? J can't tell ex- 


actly. I fuppoſe about nine or ten miles, 


or ſome ſuch thing. | | 
- How near does the fen come to Eriſwell? 


I believe it is above half a mile to it. 


GEORGE BUNNETT, 
(A Lad, Twelve Years 0d). 


Do you know what you have done? Yes. 
27 did you kiſs that book ? Upon the 
oatn, h 

What does that oath oblige you to do ? 
To ſpeak the truth, and nothing elſe. 

Do you know Stephen Plaice ? Yes. 

Do you know Theobald ? Yes. 

Did 7 ſee them go into ſame clovet to - 
aſt year? Ves. | 

Was you with them in the field? Yes, 

Did they dine in the field together? Yes; 
under the hedge, Bs 

Did you hear the converſation that paſſed 
i No, Sir. FR hy 

i eobald ſay any thing to you? He 

y any thing Mrs, Phil. 


* 


aſk'd me what fort of 4 woman 


lips was. bed. re 
Where was Plaice then? At work in 
the other part of the field, and Thevbald 


was under a buſh. I told him, I knew no- 


thing about her, He * if I thought 
- ' vols 5? Ido, 4 c 


- 


the kept much money in the bouſe. 

Did he aſk you any thing elſe ? Ves; 
whether I thought ſhe would get up for a 

call, | 

Did he ſay nothing elſe? He aſked 
me if I thought the ſnecp were fat. 

What was your buſineſs ? I kept Mrs, 
Phillips's ſheep, and my father is a work- 
man. 5 

Was that next to the place where The 
bald then was? Yes. 

Did you tell any body of this? Only my 
father ; I told him a little while after, 

Before Mrs. Phillips died ? Yes, Sir; 
and I mentioned it to my mother before 
her death, 


RICHARD MUNSON, 


Where do you live ? At Hollowell-row, 
Mitdenhall. 

Do you know May ? Yes. 

How long have you known him? Eight 
or nine years, 

Do you know Theobald ? No; I know 
him they call Jerry. 

How long have you known him ? The 
firſt of my knowing him was a little while 
after laſt Midſummer, 

Do you remember when Mrs. Phillips 
died? Yes, Sir. | 

Did you ſee theſe two men at any time 
before Mrs. Phillips died? The firſt of their 
coming to me was on Sunday the 20th of 
October. | 

Where did they come to you? At my 
own houſe, dir. 

hey came both together? Yes, Sir; 
ene after another, however. 

What did they ſay to you at that time? 
Tames May aſked me if | would walk with 
him; he ſaid he wanted to ſpeak to me. I 
told him to ſpeak ; he ſaid, what I have to 
fay is a particular ſecret; and I followed 
them acroſs a green about 40 rods from the 
'houſe where 1 live. They there got into 
a ditch, and I flipt down into the ditch with 
them, and James May ſaid, he thought he 
could truſt me with a ſecret, I told him 
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that muſt be beſt known to himſelf; if it 
was bad he had better keep it to himſelf ; 
if it was about ſmuggling, I defired to hear 
nothing of it. He ſaid, 12 would be d—d : 
it was not a higher rig than that. Jerry ſaid, 
What they wanted with me was to go with 
them to the World's End Dolver, I told 
him there were ſo many dolyers of that 
name, that I did not know where it was. 
He ſaid you muſt go by Littlely field, and 
at the farther end of Littlely field there are 
ſome battens ; wait you there till I come 
to you. They looked at one another and 
laughed. I aſked them what I was to do 
when I came there? He ſaid there was an 
old woman at a place called Eriſwell, that 
had got a Jarge quantity of money, and we 
mean to have it to night if opportunit 
ſuite, if you will go with us and join us. 1 
aſked him what method they had'to get it ? 
They looked at each other and laughed ; 
and Jerry ſaid it was his property, — mo- 
ney he wanted, and money he would have. 
I told him if that was his ſecret, not to tell 
me any more of them. May ſaid, Richard, 
I thought you had been a better fellow—1 
thought you had a better heart than all this 
comes to : and then they looked on one an- 
other and laughed ; he faid there was no 
occaſion for me to want, for I was ſtarved 
in a plent mier Richard, our mean- 
ing is to ſte one of Mrs. Phillips's ſheep, 
and bring it to your houſe ; that if Jerry 
could catch it, he ſhould bring it to me and 
dreſs it at my houſe, if I would accept it; 
and Jerry ſaid, if we ſteal one, the old wo- 
man will be out watching the others, and 
then we can have an opportunity of cateh - 
ing her from the houſe, Jerry faid, there 
will be no trouble at all, 'for ſhe often goes 
into that Colver, and if ſhe came in he would 
be ready provided for her: He would take 
her off her horſe: I ſhould have nothing 
more, to do but ſet myſelf down-and open 
my legs and arms; he would ſet her back 
againſt my breaſt, and I was to confine her 
and in the mean time they would go and 
rob the houſe.” I ſaid I would not go with 
him for all the things in the world, nor be 
con- 
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concerned in ſuch affairs. Jerry ſaid; he 


' had got a ſuit of clothes, and he would be 
dd if he would not have it; he would go 
boldly and aſk for it, tor money he wanted, 
and money he would have; then they look- 


ed at one another and laughed. I aſked him 


what he meant by forcing ſuch talk upon 
me? He ſaid they really meant to do what 
he had been talking of; that he had been 
maſter of a little money, and was quite with- 
out any at that time. | : 

Did any thing more paſs between you 
and them? Yes; he ſaid there were thoſe 
in the world who had money and did nobody 
any good with it; but, it he had it, he 
would ſport it about the c untry: it ſhould 
do ſomebody good, if it did him none, —l 
got up and walked away, and faid I would 

ay to hear no more of their talk. May 
ſaid, Richard, I want one word with you. 
I aſked him what he had to ſay? he faid, 
I would have you come down to my houſe 
to-night; I faid, No. He ſaid, then come 
down to my ſtable ; there may be ſome- 
body at the L that ſhould not ſee you, 
and wait there; I will not be long before I 
come to you. I told him I would neither 
go to his houſe nor his ſtable, 

When did you ſee him again? The 
Wedneſday following, the 23d of October. 

At what time? Between q and 100'clock, 
as near as I can gueſs as to the time; they 
came to my houſe both together, whilſt I 
was at breakfaſt. May aſked me to lend 
him a razor to ſhave himſelf; my wife 
was at breakfaſt with me. May aſked me 
if I had a razor. I ſaid, yes, and he had it; 
my wife went to give bim ſome water. 
Theobald ſaid, let me ſpeak to you; he 
took hold of my ſleeve, and came as cloſe 
to me as he could. 

What did he ſay? He took hold of m 
ſleeve, and ſaid, On my eyes, if the old l 
be not dead. The anſwer | made was, the 
Lord have mercy an mv ſoul! what do you mean? 

Was nobody with you? No, Sir; he 
called me into another room: he ſaid, 7 


will be d—d if ſhe be. not dead] have covered 
Kay ch  - houſe was his property, and he would: have 


| her up warm, 


Was any thing more faid ? May ſt-pped 
up to the door, and held up the razor, and 
ſaid, go no farther with that diſcourſe, or 
go you no farther. _: 

Who did he fay that to? To us, at the 
door; it was in che — going to the 
other room, about a yard and half long : 


nothing parted. the rooms but the wigth of 
the chimney. —Elihu Crow and his wife 


came to the door; his wife came in: I met 
him at the door; he ſaid, only think what 
has happened to Madam Phillips— ſhe is 
murdered, and her throat cut, as I have 


'heard, | 


Were May and Theobald by then? May 
ſtepp'd back into the other room, where he 
was ſhaving himſelf, "Theobald whip'd up, 
and faid, Madam Phillips ! Madam Phillips 
I never ſaw that Madam Phillips in my life, 
Then he contradited himſelf, and ſaid, I 
never ſaw her but once. —Elihu Crow and 


his wife went away; and May and Theo- 


bald wanted me to to Weſt-row to.a 
public-houſe to drink they faid they would 
give me a ſhilling's-worth of beer. I told 
them I would not go, if they would give 
me 100/4.—they aſked me ſeveral times, 


and took me to aſk me: I ſaid I would 
not 55. "19317 
When did you mention this? On the 


Saturday following. 

What day did this paſs between 
was on the Wedneſday. 

How ſoon did you mention to any body 
what had been ſaid by the priſoners 7 On 


you? It 


the Saturday following, in the morning, I 


ſaid a word or two to my wife, but nothing 


of any conſequence. * On Saturday I went 
to Mr. John Wing, of Beck-row * I told 
him what they had ſaid. 


When were the men 
the Saturday. 


taken up? On 
GN 0 r 
How came they to be taken up—upon 


what information ? I don't know, except 
it was upon what I fai. 


Cnoss ExXAMIRATION. x f — 
When Theobald ſaid the money in the 
It, 


5 


— — — — — 


Wedneſday fol f 
Did they come together? Ves 


in the morning 


it, ae ſaid you would have nothing to do 
wit Yes. 
Were you very angry with him? Yes, 
I was very angry; I told him not to do it. 
Vet they communicated all this to you? 
They told me all this, and as much again. 
After you told them you 'wauld have no- 


thing to do with it? Les, Sir; they have 
often deen with me to aſłk me to go and 
rob other people. 


When they came back on the Wednef- 


day they told you this? Yes, Sir; and 1 
was very uneaſy; I could not reſt till I had 


told it: I had mentioned it before to my 
wle, and ſhe told her nene e 


MARY MUNSON., oy 


You are wife to Richard Munſon * Ves. 


Do you remember when Mrs. Phillips 
was — ? Ves. 

Did the priſoners come to your houſe 
before that Ves; on the aoth October. 

Both came? Yes; my huſband went 
out with them. 

Did you hear them deſire your huſband 


to go out with them ? Yes. 


hen did ; ſee them next? The 


What time? About nine or ten o * 
How were th 

I cant ſay . as I thought — May 

looked caſt — I obſerved it at the time 
mW came _ = „ 

| * at home Yes 3 at 


What paſſed ? May aſked my huſband 


for a a little water te ſhave himſelf: he ſaid 


to Weſt-row. Theobald 


2 my going to, and talked to him; but 


I don't . what he ſaid. May ſtepped 
up to the door, and told them 22 
any farther: I don't know the reaſon. Crow 
and his wife came up to thedoor, and faid, 
Madam Phillips is found dead, and her 
throat is cut. 

Was any 1 ſaid on that? Theobald 


turned, and ſaid he did not know that Ma- 
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dam Phillips—he never ſaw her but _ 


in his life, They aſked my huſband to 
to Weſt-row with them; my huſband to F 
them he would not: I ſaid, if he went, I 
would go with him, 

W hat js the name of the public- houſe ? 
The Ferry-houſe, | 
On the Sunday he went out, did your 


\hufband when he came back mention he 


had ſuch talk with the priſoners? I was 


afraid they were * ng him to do what 
he ſhould not do. I aſked him, and he ſaid 


what they were perſuading him to do he 


ſhould never do, 
Mrs. CR O W. 


What relation are you to Mrs, Munſon ? 
Aunt in law. 
When was Mrs. Phillips ſound? On 
the Wedneſday morning. 

Did you fee your niece that morning? 
Yes ; I went to her houſe; my huſband was 


with me. 


Did you ſee the priſoners? Ves; May 
and Theobald. I found them there when 
I went in. 


0 . ' "9 43-3 [ 
Is T ; 
, , # 


THEOBALD's DEFENCE. 


My going to Munſon's was, I was going 
to market on the Saturday ; I carried a fork 
and a ſet ſtick to have an iron put in for 
my maſter. As I went paſt, Munſon was 
threſhing; I ſaid it is out of my way to 


carry this fork to the blackfmith's ; do you 
carry it for me, for I ſhall be late with my 


butter. On the Wedneſday we wanted the 
fork, and I went to on to aſk him if 
he had carried it to the blackſmith z his 
wife ſaid yes: I ſaid have you not heard of 
the misfortune that has happened? I ſaid 
Madam Phillips is killed ; they have co- 


vered her up with a ſack. The anſwer he 
made was, he did not care if half the coun- 
try was dead, I went to my maſter's, and 
he was gone to Weſt-row ; ſo I walked to 
Weſt-row myſelf, I never drank a _ 


„ / · w . As 


=o 


beer in my life before with him. I had not 
been in the country a quarter of a year, I 
1752 — more to fay, my lord. , 


MAYS DEFENCE. 


991205 201 


-My Lord, I would be in hopes 
woult inſpect i into the evidence hopes: you | 
they are people of very indifferent charac- 


Would you believe him on his 'oath !. 
No Sir. 
Does he bear a bad character? Nothing 
r SE x indifferent. 
Do you think he bears fo bad a tae; 
8 to be believed on his oath f Ves, 
Wow 
How long has Munſon lived there . He 
was bred and born there, 


ters ; I know Wyſe clear of the _— that 


is againſt me. , 

. - ro What account do you give of 

being at Munſon's ? The resſon he has 
iven, my lord, is the truth of the matter ; 


IL was going to Weſt-row to buy ſome rye, 


and walk 
'ROBERT- BROWN. 


«Where ” ou live ? At Mildenhall. 
kdow Muay? Yes; I have known 


with Wal 


| 55 13 years: 7 197 443 vd 


What is bis character in your WARS ? 
I never heard any ill of him in my life. 
Do you know Richard Munſon? Yes. 
Whete does he live? He lives in Holy- 
"well-row,' ae ; he is a keene 
'man, > A: 3389} 1 

Would * bell ye him on bis oath ? No, 
Sir I thiok he is a very improper man. 

You think him a e to be truſted ? 
n | 1 
© What buſineſs ts you ? A karpenter; 

_ A maſter carpenter? I don't act for any 
body elſe; my ford.“ I follow the farming 
buſineſs in a fall . 

How long have:yowknown Munſon? 1 


1 ] 
oN 


WILL IAI. WISEMAN, 


* r 9 E 1 TIMO A+ — 


Were do ou live? At Hol lues, 
Alldenhall. 7 i; 


.tu in his mind, ſhe 
hang himſelf, I . it. is a py Fro 


Du it | ſays ſhe (for ſhe will 3 
hang: James May, at Ffames May bas 


SAMUEL CLARKE. 


How long have you 1 May ? Alt 
my life-time. 

What has been his 2 in your 
opinion ? I never knew any ill — 

What character does Munſon bear ? 
can't ſay I know any particular ill action af 


him; but he has borne a fippery Ghargdter 
all his life-time, m. !.959 


Czosg EXAMINATION.('* 1 22 


What trade are . A n 
That is your on y buſineſa? — 
I do carpenter's — — My lord, I heard 


Munſon's wife ſay; the d che · cor ſat 
on the corpſe, 22 — was her 


be ſo if his conſcience did not hurt him 


times, my lotd) has, not he as much rio 


bin What the meayt, I leave to 


her own gogſgenco, *» < 74 7 17 


4 1 FOHNuGELAREE,. 7 


- can't tell, my lord Here or ten JL 
delivve, * 


Do 2 kaow May ?' Yes; erer figee 1 


Were dir live 7 At Miadenhall. 
How long had. Ng in d thers * All the 


time I hav own him. 


' Do youktowRichard Manſoll ?. Tes. 
What character does he. brar ? A very 


Rene ben Lhave known bad one, as fat as'I knœůVU U. 


him twenty years. 


Is it ſo bad that you would not believe 


What is vis character? I never heard 40 him on his oath? No, Sir; I would not 


bad charabr oFhim in my lim 


believe him. it 15120 hn -N avg 


| ' Do you know Munſow?! x ed. vol n 1 b. ger AH „l Ci 
2. 


E SUSAN 
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8USAN HITCH COCK. 
_ How long have you known May ? Ever 


ince he was & boy... 
What character does he bear? I never 
know him do any hurt; 1 never heard any 


il! of him, . 
Do you know Munfon, and what. is his 
4 His character in general- is a 
bad fort of a man. 

Would you believe him if he was to fay 
or ſwear any thing ? No, Sir. 


THOMAS FULLER. ' 


Do you live at Midenhall? Yes, 
o you know May? Yes; we were 


Brbught up __— 
What is his general character? A very 
good one—T have as good an opinion of him 
as of any man in court. 

o you know Munſon? Ves. 
mt bb bis character? He is not to be 
believed in any thing he ſays. 
SAMUEL ELLING TON. 
= Arp Baird Ves; I have 
kn ith ten dr twelve years. 


A ety 


Do e be May? Yes; I have 


known. him nine or ten years.  - 
"IP fit is his Sener chatibter Avery 
good ono I never heard a bad one of him. 


Mr. Baron Eras. Gentlemen of the 
jury the prife at the dar ſtand indicted 
for the wilful murder of Frances Phillips. 
 Theinanner in which this mer is charged 
t Have been dane, was eicher by 2 blow, 

given by one or other of the two prifoners, 


with a large ſtick, which produced the mor- 


? tend to that circumſtance, and conſide 


tal bruife of which, ſhe inſtantly died; or 
to have been done by ſtrangling ; or by 
beth: and-whether you ſhall be opinion it 
was done by one of thoſe means, or b 
joint acts of violence of both kinds, they 
are comprehended in the charge. The in- 
dictment, in point of form, charges I heo- 
bald with doing the fact, and May with 
being preſent, aiding, . and aſſiſting 
in doing it. In point of legal conſtruction, 
if the murder was committed by both, it 
is of no conſequence who was the perſon 
that actually gave the mortal wound; whe- 
ther it was the one or the other, it is equal] 
within the compaſs of this indictment : 4 
that you are relieved from all anxiety of 
determining which of the two committed it, 
The eyidence is of a yery uncommon na- 
ture: after ſtating the general circumſtances 
of the appearanee of this woman when found 
dead, it conſets of a chain of acknowledg- 
ments made by the two priſoners of a pre- 
vious deſign on this womas's property prin- 
cipally, with ſome dark expreſſions 2 
ing her perſon, and of fubſequent acknow- 
Tedgments of the priſoners having actually 
been guilty of the fact—ou will attend to 
this when I ſtate the evidence; and as they 
have made ſgme impreſſion on the credit of 
one of the witneſſes (Munſon) you will at- 
ry, 
how far it may be fit for you to give cre- 
dit to his ſtory z and it will depend much 
upon how far he is corroborated and ſup- 
ported by the other witneſſes. in the cit- 
cumſtances he has related, which may give 
credit to his evidence, altho* it comes out 
of the mouth of a man who otherwiſe ought 
not to have credit given him on his oath. 
[ Here the Fudge repeated the Evidence for 
. the Proſecation'} '* 
The priſoners are anxious and deſirous 
atcounit ' for, their being at Munſon's 
houſe on the Wedneſday morning; andthe 
account is, that there were ſome things 
that Munſon had from Theobald 40 


to the blackſmith's, and that Theobald 


called there on the Monday morning 
for them; and d diunfon Bad milrepre- 
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ſented what he had ſaid there—for that he 
told him he had juſt heard that Mrs. Phil- 
lips was killed, and covered up with a ſack 


E merely telling him what he had heard 


related: this is the account Theobald gives. 
May ſays this is true, and 
characters of the witneſſes may be enquired 
into; that he was going to Weſt-row to 
buy a particular kind of ſeed, and ſo came 
to be at that houſe Gentlemen, this is 
the evidence on both ſides, upon which you 
are to determine on the guilt or innocence 
of the priſoners, _, 1 My 

The firſt queſtion; is, Whether you are 
ſatisfied the deceaſed came to her death by 
l 5 As to — the anos 
of this caſe, yery conſidered, prove 

demouſtration, a 


that ſhe came to her 


to a de 
death by violence. She was well on the 


Tueſday evening ;' and the alarm in the 


night of Tueſday is a preſumptive. proof of 
der coming out of her Doug and ſhe is 
found covered up with a fack, which ex 


.cludes all remote probability of her coming 


to her death by a fall or accident, which 


could not have produced the 22 
77 had when found, and which the furgepn 
has, deſcribed to you ; . thergfore,' I thank, 
there is no room to doubt but (he came 
to her death by violence; and that ſhe 
was enticed out by this call about the 
ſheep; and that then this foul murder 
was committed by ſomebody : and as it 


Was comziitted in à place Where there firong 


2 no probability that any body could 
ice Who committed it, you cannot ex- 
pect Witneſſes tu prove the actual com- 
miſſion of the fact ad ag axe to expect 
ſatis faction to, your minds that ſhall con- 
vince you as ſatisfactorily that the priſoners 
——— —. and — _ tend 
to that as much as poſitive evidence, if they 
are properly connected together. The 
Aeſtion therefore is, Whether theſe cir- 
cumſtances are ſo connected Becker ſays 
the voice that called was like the voice of 
May. This is a very ſmall circumſtance, 


1 ch to depend it, and 
2 — that tian 10 lect jt, Þut 
made up his mind afterwards, think very 


begs that the 


little ſtreſs is to be laid upon it; but the 


evidence offered to prove the , ptiloners 
ilty, is a converſation with Helder, held 
22 ago as Thetford fair, when therę is 
information given to him that they had a 
ſcheme on an old woman that lived nine or 
ten miles from I hetford, near the Fens, 
living without a ſervant, and — a houſe 
full of money, whom they purpoſed to rob; 
and it is difficult, if that converſation paſſed, 
to ſuppoſe that The bald, who held the 
converſation, is not affecicd by it; and that 
May did not hear it, for May came up and 
aſked Theobald if he had mentioned it to 
Helder. Theobald ſaid, yes, he had, but 
Helder would not ſtand it. Stand what? 
why, certainly, the ſomething that was to 
tempt the witneſs to join them in a tranſac- 
tion againſt ſomebody. Why then, when 
this is explained by the circumſtances of 
Mrs. Phillips's ſituation, can there be much 
doubt but this was the tranſaction they were 
ing upon? The fact of their being at 
ford together, is confirmed by Plaice, 
who ſaw them the night before; — * they 
ſaid they were going to Thetford fair. 
Theobald was alſo ſeen by him a day or 
two after, and he then acknowledged he 
had been at Thetford fair. | g 
Againſt Theobald the evidence is pur- 
w by Plaice, who gives ſuch an account 
of his converſation about this attack, as, if 
it ood. alone, could not fail of being a very 
circumſtance indeed againſt Theo- 
for the ſubſtance of this converſation 
was, that Theobald aſked him whether 
Mrs. Phillips had any 22 by her ? The 
witneſs ſaid, people in her fituation ſeldom 
had. Theobald faid there muſt be plate, 
and chat plate was as good as money; ang 
if he eouſd get it, he could diſpoſe of it.— 
And he ſaid, D-—# me, Stephen boy, you will 
hear of an alteration in that family ſoon ; and 
If fe is killed, I dare ſay you wilt think I did 
it.+ The witneſs ſaid, he could think no 
otherwiſe after what he told him ; then if 
that paſſed which the witneſs has ſtated, thp 
priſoner himſelf has drawn-the conglyſing, 
ſuppaſing tbe women 10 be Killed, be ſays, 


bald 5 


—_— — GC 
4 — 
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it muſt be ſuppoſed he was guilty of it; and 
indeed how ſhould any body think other- 
wiſe ? This therefore leads to fo forcible a 
concluſion againſt Theobald, that you 
ſcarcely necd to look to Munſon's evidence 
as to him; but as to May, the other priſo- 
ner, as he was not preſent at this conver- 
ſation we muſt have recourſe to Munſon's 
eden e as to him, for the ſame obſervation 
applies as to the evidence of the boy. Then 
comes the evidence of Munſon and his wife: 
Munſon ſtates a particular converſation, 
pointing out the very purpoſe they meant 
to go upon — the manner they meant to ef- 
fect the robbery of the houſe - pointing out 
what particular part Munſon was to take in 
i: —and May ſtating to him what their in- 
tentions were —his neceſſity for money 
and inviting him to come to his houſe that 
night, and afterwards both going tos his 
'houſe the morning after the fact Was com- 
' mitted, where, according to his account, 
the priſoner Theobald called him into ano- 
ther room to tell him what had paſſed, which 
he did in very expreſs terms—and that wy 
came forward with a razor in his hand t 
ſtop their diſcourſe—if this is true, there 
can't be any doubt about the coneluſion. 
But May 45 * attacked Munſon's 
character. The queſtion therefore is, how 
far Munſon's evidence is confirmed ? You 
will conſider they were connected together, 
and were well acquainted. That they were 
at-his houſe, has been proved by ſeveral wit- 
neſſes, as well as their being at Thetford 
fajrtogetWer, -- l enn 
Gentlemen, then, if this man (May) 
with a character, is apparently con- 
nected with a man who has no ſuch cha- 
racer, it certainly prevents the good cha- 
racer given of him from having that effect 
it would have had, if he had ſtood alone 
and reſted on the ſttength of his character. 
You are alſo to conſider, how far Munſon's 
evidence is further confirmed It is con- 
firmed by Crow and his wife : they were 


both in his kouſe that day. You will be 


to judge and compare the evidence you have 
heard impeaching his character and credit, 
with the evidence corroborating his teſti- 


If you rej 


mony— this is che true way of determining 


it: tor it is not enough to ſay a man has a 
bad character to exclude his evidence 
the queſtion ie, - whether his evidence is To 
corroborated, as to lead you to give credit 


to it: the queſtion for you; then, is, Whe- 
ther, under all theſe circumſtances, you 
will give credit to Munſon's evidence? If 


ou ſhould ſee reaſon to give credit to it, 
it is very ſtrong againſt the priſoner May 
ject it, the evidence againſt May 


will depend on the teſtimony of the ſoldier 


that they were in company together at 
Thetford, Where. Theobald made a parti- 
cular communication of a ſcheme, to rob 
an old woman, about nine or ten miles 


from Thetford, who lived without a ſervant 


and had n great deal of money in the houſe ; 
and May came up and afked Theobald*if 


he had mentioned it? To which Theobald 
ſaid; be had, but the witneſs would not 


Rand it.— If ĩt ſtood on this only, I ſhould 
think it: a matter of deep conſideration for 
you; ſor after that time there might be a 


great variety of circumſtances happen to 
alter the ſcheme, and throw the guilt upon 
Theobald only and you will obferve, the 


proof all reſts on - theſe | infatuated — 2 
verſations between the priſoners and 
witneſſes. 7 


If, then, on the whole of the evidence, 
you are ſatisfied the caſe is proved againſt 


Theobald (as to whom, there is certainly 
evidence from the foldier and Plaice ſub- 
ject to no imputation whatever ;) and if you 
are ſatisſied with the evidence againſt May, 
you will find them both guilty.— But it, 
on weighing the evidence impartially, and 
judging of it as honeſt men, you ſee 
reaſon to make a diſtinction; and you are 
ſatisfied of the guilt of one and not the other: 
It is a proper matter for your conſideration, 
and you will then find ee and 
acquit the other; and if you think they are 
neither of them guilty, you will be happy in 
an opportunity of acquitting them both. 


The jury withdrew, and in about half an 
hour found the priſoners BOTH GUILTY, 


Ta 


Mr. Baron Eyre. Jeremiah Theobald, 
otherwiſe Haſell, and James May, other- 
wiſe Folkes, you ſtand convicted of the 
enormous crime of wilful murder, Murder 
and Robbery! A murder as unneceflary 
to your principal purpoſe, as it was cruel 
and barbarous. Well has this indictment 
deſcribed the motives which actuated your 
minds to the commij of this gui 


— 


Moved and ſeduced by the inſtigation of the 


Devil, he tzmp:ed you ; he corrupted your 
minds; and at the fame time perverted your 
underſtandings. For this guilty purpoſe of 
yours has been, from the moment it was 
conccived, attended with an infatuation al- 
moſt beyond all credit. Such was the mi · 
ſeradle, anxious, harraſſed ſtate of your 


wee baker ke en 


you met. Public, juſtice hath, in conſe- 


quence of your confeflions, taken place ; - 


and yon are now the objects of its venge- 


ance I. Little as I can hope to make much 


impreſſion on minds fo hardened as yours 
muſt be, yet :40-charicy, K will flatter my - 
ſelf this awful moment muſt awaken your 
conſoiẽnces, and that you will diligently: 
and earneftly devote the few moments that 
remain of your lives, by humbly endeavour- 
ing to reconcile yourſelves to the mercy of 
that Almighty Power, whom you have 10 
decply offended. — The ſentence of the law 
is, and this court do adjudge, That you, the 
priſoners at the bar, be, on Monday next, 
ſeverally hanged' by the neck *till you are 
dead; and your bodies are afterwards to be 
diſſected and anatomized, according to the 
directions of the act of parliament, And 
may the Lord have mercy on your ſouls ! 


— y —— — — 


MAY's DECLARATION 
After Cauviction. 
Munſon firſt mentioned to me, he thought 
Madam Phillips had a deal of money by 
ber, and that it would be no hard matter to 


3 


3 


get it. This Munſon mentioned more 
than once. But when they came to propoſe 
a night for robbing her, Munſon refuſed to 
join in the buſineis. Munſon cannot ſay 
the contrary : and that no thought ever 
entered my heart about murdering her; 
neither was any ſuch thing in contempla- 
tion by any of my companions, The firſt 
thought: was of putting her down into the 
'cellar ; but afterwards they coneluded it 
would be beſt to take her into the field; 
wherefore Benjamin Wiſeman was to call 
her up, which he did himſelf: Myſelf and 
Benjamin Wiſeman took her in hand for 
ſome time: I held her firſt, and often beg- 
ged her to be quiet, for ſhe made reſiſtance 
and a deal of noiſe ; wherefore Benjamin 
Wiſeman Mn by the throat to prevent 
her making a noiſe. I left her in that ſitu- 
ation, and then went to the houſe, where 
Theobald and Henry Wiſeman were; they 
plundered the houſe of what they could find 
worth carrying off; but to their great diſ- 
appointment Jon but little money, not 
more than 6 or 7}. or thereabouts. The 
molt valuable effects were taken care of by 
Henry Wiſeman to diſpoſe of, and then the 
money to be divided amongſt them. I do 
not know what Henry Wiſeman hath done 
with the effects: I heard that Henry Wiſe- 
man offered a diamond ring to one Samuel, 
a Jew, for ſale; and that the Jew would 
not buy it, I cannot ſay it was one of the 
rings that they found at Mrs. Phillips's, but 
as there were ſeveral, moit-likely that was 
one of them. ; Oey 

1 heobald, after conviction, confeſſed 
having committed the robbery at the houſe 
of Mr. Thomas Newman, of Buraham, for 
which John Bunch and Eliz. Holmſtead 
were executed at Chelmsford laſt ſummer. 

On Monday, the 24th of March, they 
were executed at Bury St, Edmund's, pur- 
ſuant to their ſentence, and afterwards (at 
the requeſt of the proſecutor) hung in chain: 
at Eriſwell, 


8. 
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On WenwropAY next, / April 2, 1983, will be publiſhed, Price 6d. 


The Trial at latge c of JAMES ST EGGLES, : 


115 5 


For WILFULLY and MALICIOUSLY 4 


Shooting at Mr. WILLIAM MACRO, 
On the King's Highway, at BARROW, in this County. 


- "The extraordinary Manner in which STEGGLEs was detected does great Credit to 
Mx Macno, and renders this Trial well worthy the Attention 0 of the Public, 
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